
 
 

 

Please read three books from this list during the summer.  One of the three texts must be the required book listed 
below for your grade level.  You can then choose the other two from this list.  As you select your own texts, please 
note that some books may have mature themes; your parent/guardian is always the best judge of what is 
appropriate for your independent reading.  Finally, an annotated version of this list will be available on edline (if you 
are a new student, the annotated list will be emailed to your family), and can also be found on the school’s library 
website (athenianlibrary.org).  Enjoy! 
 
 

Required Summer Text: 
Coolidge, Olivia  Greek Myths ï DISTRIBUTED by ATHENIAN 
  (If possible, read this text in August, before the school year begins.) 
 

Selected Summer Text List: 
 

Adventure--Fiction 
Bosse, Malcolm Deep Dream of the Rain Forest 
Bray, Libba A Great and Terrible Beauty 
Goldman, William The Princess Bride 
Kipling, Rudyard Captains Courageous  
London, Jack The Call of the Wild or White Fang 
Stevenson, R. L. Treasure Island 
Twain, Mark Tom Sawyer 
 
 
Contemporary Life--Fiction 
Alexie, Sherman The  Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 
Brian, Kate Megan Meadeôs Guide to the McGowan Boys 
Choldenko, Gennifer Al Capone Does My Shirts  
Evangelista, Beth Gifted 
Limb, Joan Girl 15: Charming But Insane 
Lipsyte, Robert The Contender 
Lupica, Mike Heat 
Schmidt, Gary Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy 
Sonnenblick, Jordan Zen and the Art of Faking It 

 
 

Historical Fiction 
Avi Crispin, The Cross of Lead orThe True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle   
Blackwood, Gary Shakespeareôs Scribe 
Cohen, Barbara   Seven Daughters and Seven Sons 
Cushing, Karen Matilda Bone 
DeFelice, Cynthia The Apprenticeship of Lucas Whitaker 
Friesner, Esther Nobodyôs Princess 
Miklowitz, Gloria Secrets in the House of Delgado  
Staples, Suzanne F. Shivaôs Fire or Shabanu  
White, T.H. The Sword in the Stone 
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MysteryñFiction 
Feinstein, John Cover Up 
Funke, Cornelia The Thief Lord  
Higson, Charlie Blood Fever (or any book in the Young James Bond series) 
Hoobler, Dorothy & Thomas The Ghost in the Tokaido Inn  
Horowitz, Anthony Snakehead (or any book in the Alex Rider series) 
Konigsburg, E.L. The Second Mrs. Giaconda  
 
 
Science Fiction/Fantasy 
Adams, Douglas The Hitchhikerôs Guide to the Galaxy 
Card, Orson Scott Enders Game or Seventh Son 
Du Prau, Jeanne City of Ember 
David Eddings The Belgariad: Vols. 1, 2 or 3 
Hale, Shannon The Princess Academy 
Jacques, Brian Any book in the Redwall series 
Le Guin, Ursula K. Voices or Power 
Lowry, Lois The Messenger 
Paolini, Christopher Eragon or Eldest 
Paulsen, Gary Transall Saga 
Rowling, J. K. Any Harry Potter book  
Stewart, Mary The Crystal Cave (or any book in the trilogy) 
Tolkien, J.R.R. The Hobbit or The Lord of the Rings trilogy 
Wells, H.G. The Time Machine 
 
 
FictionñOther Categories 
Enzensberger, Hans M. The Number Devil: A Mathematical Adventure  
Kurtz, Jane The Storytellerôs Beads 
Staples, Suzanne F. Shivaôs Fire or Shabanu 
 
 
Short Stories 
Myers, Walter Dean 145th Street: Short Stories 
Poe, Edgar Allan Short Stories 
Saroyan, William My Name is Aram 
Soto, Gary Baseball in April 
 
 
Biography 
Bradbury, Ray Dandelion Wine 
Rosen, Sidney Galileo and the Magic Numbers 
Severance, John B. Gandhi: Great Soul  or Thomas Jefferson: Architect of Democracy 
Soto, Gary  A Summer Life    
Wadsworth, Ginger  Julia Morgan, Architect of Dreams 
 
 
Nonfiction 
Dash, Joan The Longitude Prize 
Mowat, Farley Never Cry Wolf 
 
 
 


